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Cover photo: Dark Dining is back! 
Come celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of this exciting 
milestone event on 
October 22, 2016. 

Rudy D’Amico
President and CEO

This year marks the 10th Anniversary of CABVI’s 
signature event, Dark Dining. In the centerfold 
of this issue you will find a historical overview 
which takes a look back on the growth and 
excitement of this prestigious event.

In this issue you will also read about Summer 
Camp Abilities - CABVI program and a successful 
Vehicles for Vision Car show which was held on 
June 12.  

We hope you enjoy this edition of FOCUS and 
we look forward to seeing you at Dark Dining in 
October! 
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CABVI presents New York State Department of Motor 
Vehicles with Partnership Award  [by: Pam DelMedico]

CABVI presented the New York State Department of 
Motor Vehicles Utica Processing Unit (DMV) with 
its inaugural CABVI Partnership Award Monday, 
April 4, 2016. 

The CABVI Partnership Award goes to those businesses 
and individuals who help make employment possible 
for people who are blind or visually impaired. Over the 
last ten years, CABVI has nearly doubled employment 
opportunities for people with vision loss – a number 
approaching 120.

At the DMV, CABVI employs eight individuals, five 
of whom are blind or visually impaired. It is their 
responsibility to receive, open, and review documents 
from motor carriers for any errors or discrepancies and 
then sort the mail appropriately so it can be processed 
by DMV employees. CABVI employees are required 
to open 800-1000 pieces of mail daily. This number 
fluctuates based upon the amount and type of mail 
received for the day. 

“Make no mistake,” said Rudy D’Amico, CABVI President 
and CEO, we have a great partner in the New York State 
Department of Motor Vehicles Utica Processing Unit. 
We deeply appreciate their support of our effort. The 
DMV took a leap of faith that our employees could 
maintain the quality of work and service expected. 
We’re determined to reward that faith.” 

When the time came for CABVI to present its first 
partnership award, the decision of who should receive 
it was pretty easy. “The DMV has taken the greatest 
risk based on the intensity and volume of the work to 
be performed. They have worked hard to make this 
partnership a successful one.”

“During the initial few months, it was a challenging 
time for all involved because of the learning curve, but 
thanks to the DMV’s patience and cooperation we were 
able to persevere,” explained Jessica Watson, CABVI Vice 
President of Services. “We value the team at the DMV 
for their continued support of our employees, CABVI 
and the NYS Preferred Source Program. The New York 
State Department of Motor Vehicles Utica Processing 
Unit showed conviction in CABVI and for that we, and 
our employees, will be forever grateful.”

“We are incredibly proud to receive this honor and 
to be a close partner of CABVI,” said DMV Executive 
Deputy Commissioner, Terri Egan. “We are pleased to be 
able to provide access to opportunities for individuals 
who are blind or visually impaired to succeed in the 
workplace.  These employees have worked very hard 
and every day they provide exemplary service on 
behalf of our customers and our agency.”

Front Row (left to right): Larry Baynes; 
Michael Judge; Shawn Lemieux; Journey 
(guide dog); Eileen Linkiewicz, DMV 
Supervising Motor Vehicle Representative 
2; Sheri Kirby, DMV Office Assistant 2; Gina 
Haley, DMV Supervising Motor Vehicle 
Representative 1; and Jessica Watson, 
CABVI Vice President of Services. 

Back Row (left to right): Rudy D’Amico, 
CABVI President and CEO; Alan Zwierecki; 
James Martino, CABVI Supervisor; Barbara 
Dowiat; and Ronald Slover. 

Absent from photo: Michelle Campese. 
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Supporting The Ride for Missing Children [by: Pam DelMedico]

For the second year in a row the CABVI family came 
together to support the 2016 Ride for Missing Children. 

Staff, consumers, family and friends came together to 
raise money for this year’s Ride. They sold custom water 
bottles and bike tags and accepted general donations 
to help raise money for this important cause. A portion 
of the proceeds raised will also support CABVI’s Cycling 
Team and program. 

“For us, being a part of The Ride is two-fold,” explained 
Kathy Beaver, CABVI’s Vice President of Rehabilitation 
Services. “It not only provides the education our youth 
who are blind need, when it comes to safety 
and abduction awareness, but it also shows our 
youth what it means to volunteer and give back to an 
important cause.” 

This year, CABVI had three adult teams which rode the 
full 88 miles in tandem and ten youth teams which 
rode the last five miles from Mohawk Valley Community 
College to the New Hartford Recreation Center. 

“Everything from the opening ceremony to the last leg 
of The Ride was special in its own way. The event was 
just a continuation of  a great string of development 
rides, meetings, benefits and fundraisers. My 
involvement with The Ride gave me the opportunity 
to meet some awesome people that I now consider 
friends. I also developed an interest in something 
that I see myself doing for the rest of my life,” said 
Tyler Kallasy, CABVI Adult Cycling Team Pilot and ASR 
Assistant.  



We sat down with 
CABVI’s Pre-school 
Vision Screener, 
Jennifer Nobles, to talk 
about the pre-school 
vision screening 
process and how 
everything is going so 
far in 2016.

From the start of 
summer, Jen has been 
hard at work training 
new volunteers for the 
upcoming school year. 

During the school year, she and her volunteers go 
to different daycare facilities and schools screening 
children for visual impairments. Jen not only has 
volunteers helping her directly, but she also has a 
council composed of individuals from Fulton, Herkimer, 
Jefferson, and Madison Counties. 

Now you’re probably thinking, “What goes on during 
this screening process?” 

Jen broke it down for us: “First, the meeting has to be 
set up with the school or daycare and all that entails is 
a simple phone call to set up a time,” she began. “There 
can be as many as 25 kids at a daycare and 50-100 
kids in a school. The kids are brought into the nurse’s 
office and split into groups. After the kids are split into 
groups, they are put through the four step process for 
screening.” 

1.) The visual acuity assessment test. This tests to 
determine if the child can see better far away or up 
close.

Tests numbers 2 and 3 are similar. These tests are 
the muscle imbalance tests. Both test for Amblyopia, 
commonly called lazy eye. 

4.) The color discrimination test. This step tests for color 
blindness. It is more common for boys to test positive 
more than girls. 
 

These screenings are a very important part of early 
detection since after the age of eight, any impairment 
can become permanent.  

While serving Central New York, Jen and her team also 
receive help from other agencies who are also trained 
in the screening process. Agencies such as Mohawk 
Valley Community Action Agency go out 
to schools and daycare facilities, provide screenings, 
and report the results back to Jen to put in the 
database. There are 50 plus agencies that send their 
information to Jen.

Jen and her group evolve every year, whether it’s with 
new technology they acquire to help with 
the screening process or new training techniques for 
the volunteers. 
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Pre-school vision screenings [by: Nick Woodman]

Jennifer Nobles, Vision Screener 
and Rehabilitation 
Employment Assistant 

Adult ASR Camp [by: Nick Woodman]

The Adaptive Sports and Recreation  Program presents 
CABVI’s first Adult Camp! 

This program is just like our Camp Abilities-CABVI kids 
camp, but this time around, it’s for adults! This action 
packed 2-day, one-night adventure is being held at 
Camp Nazareth in Woodgate, NY, August 19-20, 2016. 

Campers will meet at CABVI’s Kent Street location at 
11:30am and arrive at Camp Nazareth by 1pm. For the 
next two days, guests will participate in a 
full outdoor adventure, with just their guide and 
Mother Nature. 

Activities at camp will include but are not limited to: 
Arts and Crafts, Party Barge Rides, Day Hikes, Bingo, 
Campfires, Fishing, Tandem Biking, Swimming, Archery, 
Paddle Boarding, Kayaking, and Canoeing. 

Stay tuned in the next issue of FOCUS, coming out in 
December, for full details and a photo spread. 
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Vehicles for Vision 
Invitational Car Show 
[by: Brian Coupe]

Sunday, June 12, the C.A.B. Foundation held the first 
Vehicles for Vision Invitational Car Show presented 
by Tallman’s Tire and Auto Repair at the Yahnundasis 
Golf Club in New Hartford.

“The vehicles in the show are the best of the best,” 
explained Barton Rasmus, event chair and member 
of both the C.A.B. Foundation and CABVI board of 
directors. “The automobiles showcased are all award 
winning pieces. We are honored that their owners are 
willing to share this experience with us.” 

The show featured 25 cars in three vehicle categories: 
pre-war, post-war, and modified. Among the vehicles 
shown included a 1910 Pope-Hartford Model T (which 
took the people’s choice award), a 1908 International 
Harvester Original Autobuggy, an Auburn Boattail 
Speedster, and a 1972 American Motors Javelin 
AMX 2 door. 

A fundraising dinner event, with a live auction, was 
held after the car show with proceeds from the event 
supporting programs and services for people who are 
blind or visually impaired. This first year event raised 
more than $16,000.

 “Since 1986, Vehicles for Vision has raised money, 
primarily from donated autos, trucks, boats and real 
estate, to support the vision rehabilitation programs 
of CABVI,” said Hon. Michael Misiaszek, Chair of the 
C.A.B. Foundation Board of Directors, the governing 
board of Vehicles for Vision and its sister program, 
Valuables for Vision. “We hope to gain more exposure 
for the good work of CABVI while, at the same time, 
promoting Vehicles and Valuables for Vision.”

Tallman’s Tire and Auto Repair was the presenting 
sponsor of The Vehicles for Vision Invitational Car 
Show. Additional sponsors included: Bank of Utica, 
Pondra’s Home & Hearth Realty, Village Motors auto 
Sales of Oriskany, and Hancock Estabrook, LLP.

Also a big thank you to Apex Magazine, Jordan Polizzi 
Photography and Upstate Aerials for all their support! 

Post-War Winner

Modified Winner
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Post-War Winner

People’s Choice

Pre-War Winner
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COVER STORY
Dark Dining: A look back [by: Steve Gannon]

March 10, 2005, 8:30 a.m.

C.A.B. Foundation Vice Chairman, the Honorable 
Mike Misiaszek, paid an unusually early visit to the 
Development Office at CABVI.

“I was listening to NPR on my drive in this morning and 
heard a story about a restaurant in Zurich, Switzerland 
called The Blind Cow that serves guests in complete 
darkness. No lights whatsoever.”  

“Wouldn’t something like that make for a neat 
fundraiser?”

And it has.

When Dark Dining kicks off for the tenth time on 
October 22, it can trace its roots to the seed planted 
by Mr. Misiaszek, who is, by the way, now the chairman 
of the C.A.B. Foundation, the corporate board that 
oversees Vehicles for Vision. 

The event became the ward of the newly formed CNY 
Vision Foundation but it took more than two years to 
get the event off the ground.  Creating the Foundation 
in 2004 was the easy part.  Wading through the 
myriad of legal, incorporation and tax forms required 
so the Foundation could raise funds to benefit vision 
rehabilitation services at CABVI, took considerably 
longer. By the end of 2006 the Foundation had its all-
important IRS tax exempt designation. 

The legal designations corresponded with the election 
of Mindy Barstein as chairwoman of the CNY Vision 
Foundation. 

“As far as we were concerned the (Vision) Foundation 
existed for almost three years.  I think we were tired of 
meetings to talk about 501 designations and by-laws.  
We were ready to do something.”

“Mike had this great idea that came before our board.  I 
remember saying something goofy and melodramatic 

like, ‘Let’s pull the trigger on this and before long a 
plan came together.”

A committee formed under the generic title of “Blind 
Date.” Paul Drejza, the newly elected chairman of the 
CABVI Board of Directors, volunteered to chair the 
planning committee. He conducted some intelligence 
gathering.  

“Turns out, there’s a place in the [Greenwich] Village, 
the Camaje Bistro, that did something like this 
regularly.  They called it the Dark Dining Project.  So I 
scheduled my next trip to New York City around one of 
the Dark Dining Projects.”

“It was different.”

Mr. Drejza made an important friend that night. Dana 
Salisbury is the creative force behind the Dark Dining 
Projects. She agreed to guide the event through its 
first year of growing pains. 

“I was so nervous,” Ms. Salisbury said at the conclusion 
of CABVI’s inaugural Dark Dining. “I was used to groups 
of 20 to 25.  This was 125!”

Between attendance and the revenue raised Ms. 
Barstein said the CNY Vision Foundation felt it had a 
winner on its hands. “I believe we set a modest goal of 
$10,000 for the first event but had income of close to 
$24,000 after we paid the bills.

“I recall us saying, ‘Yeah. We’ll do this again.’”

The following year introduced a celebrity host to 
the event – a tradition that’s carried on since.  Local 
attorney George Aney served as master of ceremonies 
for the second and fourth editions of Dark Dining.  
CABVI orientation and mobility instructor Jim 
Marscher entertained guests in year three with his 
quick wit.  
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NYS Senator Joseph Griffo hosted CABVI’s fifth and 
sixth Dark Dining editions.  He convinced former new 
York Governor David Paterson, himself legally blind, to 
help promote the event.  Their television commercials 
are still available on You Tube (search CABVI Dark 
Dining).

Sen. Griffo passed the baton to the Honorable Ralph 
Eannace for a year. Utica College men’s hockey coach 
Gary Heenan served two terms at the podium in 2014 
and 2015. 

The faces at the head of the committee changed 
through the years too.  Mr. Drejza gave way to fellow 
CNY Vision Foundation board member Debbie Kessler.  
Local philanthropist Joannie Grande took the reins 
from Mrs. Kessler.  

What each Dark Dining chair-person has in common 
is the knowledge that the event has grown every year 
of its existence. The total amount raised for programs 
and services for people who are blind is rapidly 
approaching $1 million.

Dark Dining 2016 presented by NBT Bank will be held 
October 22 at Daniele’s Banquet Specialists and will 
feature Steve Falvo’s Easy Money Big Band!
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CABVI receives donation from 
Mohawk Valley Braille Transcribers  [by: Brian Coupe]

As special friends and dedicated supporters of CABVI, 
the Mohawk Valley Braille Transcribers donated $4,000 
to benefit adaptive technology programs and services.

Founded in 1973, the Mohawk Valley Braille 
Transcribers work year-round to transcribe school 
textbooks into Braille. Twenty-two volunteers, many 
of whom are retired teachers, spent 11,410 hours 
to produce over 50,000 Braille pages in 2015. They 
distributed these pages to 20 states.

“We value the close relationship CABVI has with the 
Mohawk Valley Braille Transcribers,” said Rudy D’Amico, 
CABVI President and CEO. “They are a dedicated group 
of volunteers committed to helping people who are 

blind to experience the wonders of the written word.”

The transcribers made the donation during their annual 
meeting at The Willows in Utica. The ladies discussed 
accomplishments during the past year and what to 
focus on in the coming year.

CABVI is incredibly grateful for the donation and the 
opportunity to continue working with these wonderful 
ladies who donate their time and assistance to those 
who are blind or visually impaired.

Rudy D’Amico, CABVI President and CEO pictured far right with the amazing group from the Mohawk Valley Braille Transcribers.

www.facebook.com/cabvi1929
Find us on Facebook!



VOLUME 23 | NUMBER 02 | SUMMER 16 |  page 10

Low Vision Expo  [by: Pam DelMedico]

CABVI hosted a low vision expo Saturday, May 21 from 
10am - 2pm at CABVI Headquarters. 

This free event was open to the public and included 
two speakers:
 • Joseph Gale, M.D. of Mohawk Valley Retina:  
 Age Related Macular Degeneration
 • Aaron Sheppard, Ph.D. Medical Science Liaison  
 for Vanda Pharmaceuticals: Non-24 Circadian  
 Rhythm Disorder

Dr. Gale graduated from the SUNY Upstate Medical 
University in 1992. He completed medical school at the 
Health Science Center in Syracuse, NY. He completed 
specialty training in Ophthalmology at Eastern Virginia 
Medical Center in Norfolk, VA where he served as 
Chief Resident and received the award for the Best 
Presentation at the Virginia Society of Ophthalmology. 

He practiced for four years as a successful surgeon in 
a busy vitreoretinal practice in Burlington, VT. After 
returning to New York State he was named Assistant 
Professor of Ophthalmology at Upstate Medical 
University, Syracuse, and was appointed to the Board of 
Directors of CABVI in 2005.

Dr. Sheppard is responsible for developing and 
maintaining key opinion leader (KOL) and external 
expert relationships, supporting local patient 

organizations, delivering clinical presentations and 
supporting medical education initiatives for Vanda 
Pharmaceuticals.  His current area of focus includes 
education of Non-24 and its treatment.

He earned his doctorate in biological sciences from the 
State University of New York at Albany in 2013. 
His current areas of focus include disease state 
education of Non-24 and its first and only FDA-
approved treatment, Hetlioz, and Fanapt, an 
antipsychotic medication for the treatment of 
schizophrenia in adults. His territory encompasses the 
North-eastern United States.

Vendors included: Herkimer County Office for the 
aging, Oneida County Office for the Aging, Lutheran 
Care-Helping Hands, Mid-York Library, Parkway Center, 
CABVI Sight Shoppe, and American Heart Association. 

IF YOU ARE RECEIVING 
THIS NEWSLETTER 
IN ERROR PLEASE 
NOTIFY CABVI’S 
PR DEPARTMENT AT 
(315) 797-2233.
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Another successful summer at Camp

Hiking Bald Mountain

Color Run

New Friends

Tandem Biking
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New Friends

Team Building Triathlon

FishingScavenger Hunt
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03.01.2016 - 07.31.2016CABVItributes
In Memory
Barbara Alcuri
Rudy and Anne D’Amico

Anna Allen
Carolyn Buttenschon
James and Lena Cofrancesco
James and Patricia Cofrancesco
Joseph and Renee Camarata
Kay Ciletti
Salvatore and 
 Geraldine Simonette Jr.

Fred Arcuri
Louise C. O’Connell

Herb Black
Janet Pickard

Geraldine Calleri
Rudy and Anne D’Amico

Gerald Casanova
Alex and Marcia Janowski
Christine Gadz
Chuck and Lorraine Bough
ConMed Corporation
Frances Whitney
Gloria Plete
John and Barbara Cieslewitz
Ralph and Grace Busco
Stephen and Bonnie Casanova
Tammilee Wike

Remi Charlebois
P. Daniel and 
 Cindy Freudenberger

Lawrence Cleary
Drs. Douglas H. Hurd 
 and Cynthia J. Parlato

Mary Clements
Jennifer Buono

Eva DeGrazio
Frank and Joanna Ponto
P. Daniel and 
 Cindy Freudenberger

George Drejza
Donald and Pat LoGuidice
Donna T. Stuhlman
Drs. Douglas H. Hurd 
 and Cynthia J. Parlato
Rudy and Anne D’Amico

Jeanne Desjardins
Rudy and Anne D’Amico

James Fischer 
Catherine Martin 
 
Helen Gant
Donald and Pat LoGuidice

Joseph George
Rudy and Anne D’Amico 

Shirley Hughes
Glenyce Trainor

Joyce Kelsey
Nancy Gozy

Ruth Klohck
Gerald and Babette Frisbie
Mary Jane Fredericks
Rev. and Mrs. William Andrist
Richard Sena
Robert Brown
Robert Jaffarian
Ronald Zimmerman
William and Patricia Klohck

Ben and Ann Lekki
Gloria Lekki-Macri

Elsa Overholt
Rudy and Anne D’Amico

John Owen
Rudy and Anne D’Amico 

Helen Parrott
Douglas Parrott

Arthur Phillips
Brookfield Central School
David and Barbara Reiff
David and Margaret Crocker
Dolores Bremer
George and Christine Farley
James and Doris Barton
Janet Bebe
Joanne Kujawski
Joanne Wilczynski
John and Janet Updike
Julia Farley
Kate Knapp
Marcel and  Colleen Barrows
Maryrose Azzarito
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D’Alessandro
Nail Trix
Robert and Mary Lou Pacific
Urban Edge Properties
Wasley and Constance Tallett
William Macartney

Carol Reardon
Eleanor Licht

Joyce Robertson 
Hon. and Mrs. Samuel D. Hester
Howard Hart
James Betro
Katherine Garner
Lisa Thornley
Mitch and Margaret Hansen
Nancy Grabow
Nancy Palmitter
Nora Anderson
Pat Conde
Patrick and Mary Dougherty
Sharon Vankuren
Susan Misiaszek
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William Maines

Anthony Spohn
Francis and Theresa Candella

Joseph Talarico
Rudy and Anne D’Amico 

Guido Tolfa
Rudy and Anne D’Amico

May Wallins
Drs. Douglas H. Hurd 
 and Cynthia J. Parlato

In Honor 
Michelle Broadbent
Ross Jones

John Calabrese, Sr.
First Source Federal Credit Union

Rev. Paul Drobin
Donald and Pat LoGuidice

Paula Flisnik
Lions Club of Herkimer
Lions Club of New Hartford

Cynthia J. Parlato, M.D.
Virginia Humphrey

Hi, I’m Bill Corrigan. 

I’ve dedicated most of my life to the mission 
of the Central Association for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired as a volunteer and a 
contributor. 

I haven’t needed their services. I’ve been 
lucky. But it’s nice to know they are available 
in case I do.

There’s something else I’ve done that I’d like 
you to consider too… that is if you haven’t 
already done so: Leave a legacy gift to 
CABVI and become a member of our Legacy 
Society.  My gift is through life insurance. 
I named CABVI the beneficiary of a policy. 
My premiums are tax deductible. 

That’s just one type of legacy gift. Others may include a bequest 
to CABVI in your will or a charitable remainder trust or charitable 
annuity. There are even ways for you or a loved one to generate 
some income and still ensure a healthy future for people who are 
blind or visually impaired throughout the area. 

Please consider a Legacy Gift to CABVI. If you would like more 
information or guidance I ask that you contact the Legacy 
professionals at CABVI. They’re nice people who will help you 
balance your desire to assist the agency to continue its good work 
and have the greatest impact on people who are blind or visually 
impaired. You can reach them at (315) 797-2233.

William L. Corrigan, Honorary Chairman
CABVI Legacy Campaign

P.S. If you’ve already designated CABVI as the benefactor of a 
Legacy Gift, please let them know. If you have email, you can also 
drop them a line at legacy@cabvi.org. 
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Our mission is to assist people who are blind or visually impaired to achieve their highest levels of independence.

KENNETH C.  THAYER
Board member profile [by: Brian Coupe]

Kenneth C. Thayer currently serves 
on the CABVI board as a vice chair. It’s 
safe to say that Mr. Thayer greatly loves 
CABVI and how far the non-profit has 
come during the years! 

Originally from Utica, Ken currently 
resides in Westernville, NY. While 
growing up he attended Kernan School 
and then the Utica Boys Trade School. 

He served active duty in World War II, 
was highly decorated, and a veteran 
of the Siege at Bastogne.  Mr. Thayer 
would later work as a civilian for the 
United States Department of the Air 
Force. Here he oversaw the commissary 
facilities, housing and supplies for a Base Commander. 

Kenneth was assigned by the base commander to 
represent Griffis on the Community Chest – now 
United Way – Board of Directors. A contributor to 
the community chest was donating to The Central 
Association for the Blind and Ken was to be responsible 
for seeing where the money went. He was greatly 

impressed with what the non-profit was 
doing at the time and asked to join the 
board in 1962, when his service with the 
community chest was complete.

When asked about what he likes most 
about CABVI, he responded, “ I think it 
is absolutely wonderful that there is no 
charge for our consumers to be able to 
come and receive low vision services and 
experience amazing quality care and 
follow through.” 

Ken has volunteered and contributed 
an extensive amount of time and hard 
work to CABVI. Dedicating his insights 
and experiences, of which we sure are 

incredibly grateful for! 

Ken is enjoying his retirement years and will continue to 
support CABVI and organizations that support animals, 
too. He finds it very true that you can tell a lot about a 
person who has a genuine care for all creatures who live 
with us as family pets or outside in the world. 
Thank you, Ken, for your hard work on behalf of CABVI!

Kenneth C. Thayer, Vice Chair

Vice 
Chair


